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SUBJECT: HOMAGE TO GALO PLAZA: A RALLYING POINT FOR THE POLITICAL 
OPPOSITION, AND POSSIBLE FUTURE TRANSITION TO CIVILIAN 
RULE 

1. SUMMARY: TWO MAJOR SOCIAL/POLITICAL EVENTS IN THE PAST SIX 
WEEKS (AUGUST 26 IN QUITO AND OCT 2 IN GUAYAQUIL) HAVE BROUGHT 
GALO PLAZA'S NAME TO THE FORE AS A POTENTIAL CANDIDATE 

TO LEAD A TRANSITION GOVERNMENT FROM MILITARY TO CIVIL RULE, 
SHOULD SUCH A TRANSITION GOVERNMENT BECOME A LIKELIHOOD. 

WHILE EMBASSY DOES NOT NECESSARILY BELIEVE THIS WILL OCCUR, 

WE DO NOT WRITE OFF THE POSSIBILITY, AND THEREFORE BELIEVE 
GALO PLAZA'S ACTIVITIES ARE OF MORE THAN ORDINARY INTEREST. 

END SUMMARY 

2. TWO MAJOR "HOMENAJES" - A FAVORED ECUADOREAN DEVICE 
FOR HOLDING A QUASI-POLITICAL RALLY WHEN POLITICAL RALLIES, 

PER SE, ARE IN DISFAVOR HAVE BEEN HELD IN RECENT WEEKS 
FOR GALO PLAZA, LATE OAS SECRETARY GENERAL AND FORMER 
(1952-56) CONSTITUTIONAL PRESIDENT OF ECUADOR. THE FIRST 

WAS IN QUITO, IN THE GRAND BALLROOM OF THE INTERCONTINENTAL 
HOTEL, ATTENDED BY AN ESTIMATED 600 PEOPLE INCLUDING 
FOUR EX-PRESIDENTS OF ECUADOR; THE SECOND IN GUAYAQUIL, 
ATTENDED BY OVER 700, INCLUDING AT LEAST 2 EX-PRESIDENTS. 
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3. THE SPEECHMAKING IN EACH CASE BEGAN WITH A PERFUNCTORY 
RECITATION OF GALO PLAZA S ACCOMPLISHMENTS, BUT ENDED ON 
PATENTLY POLITICAL NOTES - "A MAN WITH AN ABSOLUTELY 
INCORRUPTIBLE RESPECT FOR THE LAW, LOYALTY TO PRINCIPLE, 

NEITHER DEMAGOGUERY NOR GREED, NOR THE USE OF DECEIT TO 
WIN ONE'S WAY, WITH NEITHER A BASTARD-LIKE APPETITE FOR 
POWER, NOR OVERWEENING AMBITION" WERE THE WORDS OF DR. LUIS 
BOSSANO. PRAISING (AND PERHAPS BURYING) GALO PLAZA IN QUITO. 

4. PLAZA'S REPLIES BEGAN WITH THE PROTESTATION THAT HE 
NOW SIMPLY WANTED TO RETIRE TO HIS FARM, HAVING ALWAYS 
DEDICATED HIMSELF TO THE SERVICE OF HIS COUNTRY, AND THE 
COUNTRY HAVING BEEN KIND ENOUGH TO REMEMBER HIM WITH GRATITUDE, 
UNLIKE ITS ATTITUDE TOWARD SOME OF ITS OTHER PRESIDENTS 

(NOTING THE PRESENCE OF SOME OF THE OTHER CAST-OFFS.) HE 
SAID THE IMPORTANT THING WAS THAT ECUADOREANS NOT NOW WASTE 
THEIR ENERGIES IN SQUABBLING, BUT RATHER "CONCENTRATE 
OUR EFFORTS TO ACHIEVE GREATER PROGRESS TOWARD THE 
DEMOCRATIC LIFE, WHICH IS THE ONLY ONE WORTH STRIVING FOR." 

5. COMMENT: PLAZA IS CERTAINLY RESPECTED, ESPECIALLY AMONG 
MEMBERS OF THE UPPER CLASS OLIGARCHY, BUT MORE FOR HIS 
INTERNATIONAL REPUTATION THAN AS AN EFFECTIVE DOMESTIC 
POLITICIAN OR LEADER. THE TALK ABOUT HIM NOW COMES MAINLY 
FROM THE OLD LIBERAL PARTY MEMBERS OF THE OLIGARCHY AND 
FINDS LESSER OR NO ECHO AMONG OTHER ESTABLISHED GROUPS 
SUCH AS PONCISTAS OR VELASQUISTAS, THE YOUNG, OR THE MILITARY. 
ACCORDING TO A LIBERAL PARTY SOURCE, THERE IS CURRENTLY 
CIRCULATING AMONG PARTY SUPPORTERS A PETITION REQUESTING 
THAT PLAZA BE NAMED INTERIM PRESIDENT. ALTHOUGH WE CANNOT 
ENTIRELY DISCOUNT THE POSSIBILITY THAT HE COULD BE CALLED 
UPON TO HEAD A TRANSITIONAL GOVERNMENT AT SOME POINT, NEITHER 
DO WE HAVE REASON TO DOUBT THE SINCERITY OF HIS PROCLAIMED 
LACK OF INTEREST. 
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